MEDIA RELEASE

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY SEOUL

12 January 2017
[AUSTRALIA DAY 2017]

The Australian Embassy is hosting an official reception to commemorate Australia’s
national day. With the theme “innovation - -inspiration”, Australia Day
2017 reflects the resourceful people, amazing landscapes, remarkable history and
bright future of Australia.

Australia’s new Ambassador to the Republic of Korea, H.E. James Choi, said: ‘The
event is intended to showcase contemporary Australia — its economic resilience, its
creative industries, its scientific research and its education system.’

‘Put simply, Australia is a great place to live, do business, invest, travel, study and
innovate,” said Ambassador Choi.

The event will provide an opportunity for around 1,200 guests, including senior Korean
government and business leaders, to sample high quality Australian food and
beverages, such as beef, almonds, mangoes and wine. ‘l am delighted that, under the
Korea-Australia Free Trade Agreement (KAFTA), exports of Australian wine to Korea
have increased by 68% since 2014,” noted Ambassador Choi.

Demonstrating the strong people-to-people links between Australia and Korea, last
year, over 29,000 Korean students studied in Australia and more 227,000 Korean
tourists visited Australia on holiday as of October 2016.

The two countries are also looking to further cultivate a science and innovation
partnership, with increased research and commercial collaboration between Australian
and Korean in areas such as 3D printing, medical technology, fintech and smart cities.

In addition, Australia Day 2017 will include three award ceremonies: the Australian
Government’s Endeavour Scholarships and Fellowships Awards; Pepper Savings
Bank’s Study in Australia Awards; and the 2016 Australian Chamber of Commerce in
Korea (AustCham) Business Awards.

Embassy Media Liaison: Tae-Kyeong Claudia Ryu +82 (0)2-2003-0189

Embassy Facebook - Embassy Podcast foj Ambassador’s Instagram
@australiainkorea M @australiainkorea @AUSAMbKOR
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